
also met Sylvia and John Kennedy in Yemen; the former was

O rn a m en t’s de s i gn er while the magazine was loc a ted in

Los An gel e s .

Si n ce her reti rem ent in late 2001, Ma r j orie has planned to

write a book on her co ll ecti on of Mi d dle Eastern jewel ry but

h ad difficulty proceeding direct ly. Her parti c i p a ti on in this

ye a r ’s Sm i t h s onian Fo l k l i fe Fe s tiva l , in wh i ch the Silk Road

was the theme,did contribute to forward momentum,as she

h i red six Syrian cra f t s people to come to Wa s h i n g ton . Am on g

t h em was G eor ge Obei d , a jewel er she had known previ o u s ly.

To further her jewelry book project, Ransom took an anthro-

po l ogy co u rse at a local commu n i ty co ll ege , but it was re a lly

the dec i s i on of The Be ad Mu s eum in Wa s h i n g ton , D. C .( form erly

the Be ad Mu s eu m • DC) to or ga n i ze an ex h i bi ti on of t h ei r

co ll ecti on that was of the most import a n ce to attaining her

goa l . She re a l i zed that this was a fantastic opportunity, even

t h o u gh a trem en dous amount of work and organization was

requ i red pri or to and con comitant to an ex h i bi ti on . Due to

the many ye a rs of being hung on w a lls and ex po s ed to air, a n

a bn orm a l amount of ox i d a ti on h ad to be rem oved from the

s i lver jewel ry. Wh en jewel ry is con s t a n t ly worn , ru bbing of

the metal against cloth and skin keeps ox i d a ti on buildup to a

minimum. After cleaning, the over one hundred p i eces had to

be ph o togra ph ed for doc u m en t a ti on and scanning for the ex h i bi t

c a t a l og. Aut h ored by Joyce Di a m a n ti , with capti ons by

MARJORIE RANSOM, wearing
a Middle Eastern silver pen-
dant, in front of one of the vel-
vet wall panels on which are
hung part of their collection.
Below: OMANI SILVER ANKLET,
which is hollow and hinged;
w o rn by women, it is 10.5 cm
w i d e .


